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There Will Always Be a Fantasy England
‘Cheerful Weather for the Wedding,’ With Elizabeth McGovern

Julian White/IFC Films

Felicity Jones in “Cheerful Weather for the Wedding.”

By STEPHEN HOLDEN
Published: December 6, 2012

Starring Elizabeth McGovern as Hetty Thatcham, the widowed
matriarch of a well-heeled British clan, “Cheerful Weather for the
Wedding” may look like an offshoot of “Downton Abbey.” But the
sour, dispirited characters, who convene at a mansion in Devon in
December 1932 for the nuptials of Dolly (Felicity Jones), the elder
and prettier of Hetty’s two daughters, have none of the spunk of the
aristocrats on “Downton Abbey.”

This barbed comic satire, adapted
from a novel by Julia Strachey, is
more downscale than its forerunner. It
has no counts and countesses, no
illustrious family tree to consider and no sense of history.
Hetty, for all her highfalutin airs, lacks inner nobility. The
sole aim of this grimacing control freak, acutely played by
Ms. McGovern, is to make sure that Dolly’s imminent
marriage is not derailed.

In another “Downton Abbey” gesture, the movie trots out a
grand, Maggie Smith-like dowager, Aunt Bella (Barbara
Flynn), a late-arriving guest who registers her peevish
disapproval of everyone and everything in trilling tones
that convey ultimate disdain. Other familiar types include
Dolly’s plain, whiny younger sister, Kitty (Ellie Kendrick);
the stolid family housekeeper, Millman (Sophie Stanton);

Project Seeks to
Build Map of
Human Brain

With No Shortcut
to a Green Card,
Gay Couples
Leave U.S.

Log In With Facebook

Advertise on NYTimes.com

MOST E-MAILED RECOMMENDED FOR YOU

Log in to see what your friends
are sharing on nytimes.com.
Privacy Policy | What’s This?

What’s Popular Now 

Tickets & Showtimes
Enter your ZIP code or city to view tickets and showtimes in
your area.

City, State or ZIP   

More Theaters Near You »

Sign up for the latest in all things fashion from acclaimed
critics and reporters of The Times delivered weekly.

 
Privacy Policy

The Collection E-Mail

1. Going With the Flow

2. Like the Ohio River, a Bridge Project
Divides a Community

3. French Cite Recession in Delaying Budget
Goal

4. Gym Class Isn’t Just Fun and Games
Anymore

HOME PAGE TODAY'S PAPER VIDEO MOST POPULAR

Movies
WORLD U.S. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

FACEBOOK

TWITTER

GOOGLE+

SAVE

E-MAIL

SHARE

PRINT

REPRINTS

View Clip...

Subscribe: Digital / Home Delivery Log In  Register Now  HelpU.S. Edition

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://movies.nytimes.com/movies/intheaters.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/movies/comingsoon.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/movies/critics/critics-picks
http://movies.nytimes.com/pages/movies/homevideo/index.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/showtimes
http://movies.nytimes.com/movies/trailers.html
http://artsbeat.blogs.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/448940/Cheerful-Weather-For-The-Wedding/overview
http://movies.nytimes.com/2012/12/07/movies/cheerful-weather-for-the-wedding-with-elizabeth-mcgovern.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/448940/Cheerful-Weather-For-The-Wedding/details
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/448940/Cheerful-Weather-For-The-Wedding/overview#readerReviews
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/448940/Cheerful-Weather-For-The-Wedding/trailers
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/448940/Cheerful-Weather-For-The-Wedding/trailers
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/h/stephen_holden/index.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/person/47478/Elizabeth-McGovern?inline=nyt-per
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Tyhvd6t75A
http://www.indiewire.com/article/elizabeth-mcgovern
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/18/science/project-seeks-to-build-map-of-human-brain.html?pagewanted=all&src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/18/us/with-no-shortcut-to-a-green-card-gay-couples-leave-us.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/recommendations
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/timespeople/faq/social/
http://movies.nytimes.com/movie/showtimes
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CFZ5EK5ojUdGcN8qK8QOT3oDQBtmp4csCqfPQ2UTputSSARABINbLhgZQqNeCmfj_____AWC7vq6D0AqgAc_67O0DyAEDqQIO-_C0xF-2PqgDAaoEswFP0LO6OA4dFbWc5B7kZ52ncr6g4ROlHN48f4xlHcW8POXtAYCwOQ5hZcw8cCGBVP3p2HCcHYOsh5ifJ9B8GSWodjXF4jofixjq_N-cm40jaCIN6I1q-O8GPONYwWZi4YTJOO8gBLS1Xjys7j5f-DogAXYKklFQmoIwg5c_IA1OsFTF_HLILw5QYlza714iK8Ug5Jv72wIQ_USCd9mkn-CPMyvVXy7EwklqnFtVWgdmAnGRUYgGAaAGA4AHmYWTEg&num=1&cid=5GgxKwmRXou7Gnlr9OVxWTC3&sig=AOD64_1N0qWngyPLbyrEDuZRZl98DuvLLA&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.plus500.co.uk/%3Fid%3D2093%26tags%3Dg_sr%2BUKPlacementBannerBranding_cp%2BNews_ag%2Bnytimes.com_pl%2Bd_nt%2B
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/17/arts/design/flood-control-in-the-netherlands-now-allows-sea-water-in.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/17/arts/design/flood-control-in-the-netherlands-now-allows-sea-water-in.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/us/like-a-river-a-bridge-project-divides-a-community.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/us/like-a-river-a-bridge-project-divides-a-community.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/world/europe/french-leaders-move-away-from-budget-deficit-goals.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/education/gym-class-isnt-just-fun-and-games-anymore.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/02/19/education/gym-class-isnt-just-fun-and-games-anymore.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://d.adroll.com/r/N34ZPOW5TRGMJKDEFHM2G4/UAZEVLFYKZGQPMOT77ULX3/59d1388b4ca4418812a74d9ee0c5d48f.re?cpm=USOaKgAM7G8KfBAMigAQWiqKp5RW9BlII_1SIg&adroll_network=g&clickurl=http://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3Dl%26ai%3DCY0sjKpojUe_YM4yg8APaoIDQCKr19pMDgqnq7EealLSNBhABIABQgMfhxARgu76ug9AKggEXY2Etbnl0aW1lc19kaXNwbGF5X2h0bWygAeDgsewDyAEJqAMBqgTAAU_QS8D162NcZcSi3QdsCcWbCUnhf7qGx2B1ygwLK3_vfAnY93394oT-S6HkHRTiwGQNpu2EsWlMq6f10jdiMou3RrL4eLZspATTZmDLbndBp7xR7M9Qy2JfbuUBd3GLBdJRfvAi6AZCz10BQ768bu_kL2DwZq33DZCs8AobLGSTV6NILPK0j9Csw-m3bAd7DmgPjeGY4L8yj6yAqYLju6BO-ogqcqhwurrvvZHvDanE91K0MI06VDzYhzxZUrsGBQ%26num%3D1%26sig%3DAOD64_14NHrgRQJpgD4Tj0vXtl5vazlgrw%26client%3Dca-nytimes_display_html%26adurl%3D
http://movies.nytimes.com/2012/12/07/movies/cheerful-weather-for-the-wedding-with-elizabeth-mcgovern.html?_r=1&&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/movies&pos=Bar1&sn2=7eccf591/a936b85a&sn1=bbd1f348/cd0172e5&camp=nyt2013_digi_sub_feb_hol_bar1_ros_3J6LW_3J6LX&ad=feb_hol_reg_bar1_ros_3J6LW_3J6LX&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp3HY66%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D208448%26adxa%3D328705%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/movies/cheerful-weather-for-the-wedding-with-elizabeth-mcgovern.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3J6LW
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/movies&pos=Bar1&sn2=7eccf591/a936b85a&sn1=ca251035/bbe6e849&camp=nyt2013_digi_sub_feb_hol_bar1_ros_3J6LW_3J6LX&ad=feb_hol_reg_bar1_ros_3J6LW_3J6LX&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fnytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F210%3FMediaCode%3DW22EJ%26CMP%3D3J6LX
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://movies.nytimes.com/2012/12/07/movies/cheerful-weather-for-the-wedding-with-elizabeth-mcgovern.html?_r=1&
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
javascript:;


A version of this review appeared in print on December 7, 2012, on page C15 of the New York edition with the headline:
There Will Always Be a Fantasy England.
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Uncle Bob (Julian Wadham), a lecherous vicar who cozies up to Evelyn (Zoë Tapper), a
bridesmaid; and a bratty 7-year-old, Jimmy (Ben Greaves-Neal), who sets off confetti
bombs under the dining room table.

Directed by Donald Rice from a screenplay he wrote with Mary Henely Magill, “Cheerful
Weather” is a movie divided against itself. The glossy appearance and trappings may evoke
standard Anglophile nostalgia, but below the veneer is a cynical portrait of bored, shallow
Britons halfheartedly going through the motions of a celebration.

What drama there is revolves around the appearance of Dolly’s old beau Joseph Patten
(Luke Treadaway), a handsome young anthropology professor with a dimpled chin whom
Dolly invites without first informing her mother. Joseph, who has just returned from
Greece, is still in love with Dolly, whose presentable but none-too-bright fiancé, Owen
Bigham (James Norton), plans to whisk her to Argentina for two years.

This nervously edited film flashes back and forth from the dreary December gloom to
Dolly and Joseph’s lushly photographed summer of love a few months earlier. For reasons
that are disclosed only at the end, Dolly and Owen are rushing into marriage after a two-
month engagement. On the morning of the wedding, Dolly is so petrified that she vomits,
then pacifies herself by guzzling rum from the bottle.

In addition to unsettled weather, ominous portents include the groom’s mislaying of the
ring, and his first squabble with Dolly, in which he refuses to take her beloved pet turtle on
the overseas voyage.

If the movie had more courage, it would lay waste these people as hilariously as Robert
Altman’s film “A Wedding.” But as its bad vibes accumulate, “‘Cheerful Weather” exhibits
all the energy of a disgruntled wedding guest muttering complaints under his breath.

Cheerful Weather for the Wedding

Opens on Friday in Manhattan.

Directed by Donald Rice; written by Mary Henely Magill and Mr. Rice, based on the novel
by Julia Strachey; director of photography, John Lee; edited by Stephen Haren; music by
Michael Price; production design by Anna Lavelle; costumes by Camille Benda; produced
by Teun Hilte; released by Goldcrest Films. Running time: 1 hour 35 minutes. This film is
not rated.

WITH: Felicity Jones (Dolly Thatcham), Luke Treadaway (Joseph Patten), Elizabeth
McGovern (Mrs. Thatcham), Mackenzie Crook (David Dakin), Fenella Woolgar (Nancy
Dakin), Barbara Flynn (Aunt Bella), Ellie Kendrick (Kitty), Sophie Stanton (Millman),
Julian Wadham (Uncle Bob), James Norton (Owen Bigham), Ben Greaves-Neal (Jimmy)
and Zoë Tapper (Evelyn Graham).
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